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Tho presonce 01' a sml1 inshore autur.m-spawning rishery has becn recordad by
Farran (1946) in the noighbourhood 01' Clare Is1and and Achi1l Island orr the west
coast 01' Ire1and. Landings ~rom this fishery have never exceoded 1,500 crans per
season during tho period 1921 to 1959. In 1960 to 1962, inc1usive, however, the
yiolds ware 7,500, 3,500 and 3,000 erans, respoctively. Fishing opaned on 12th
Septanbor, 1962 and continued with regular Inndings until 12th Ootober. Sporadio
1andings ware mndo after 12th October. 17 bonts, 11 using ring-nets and 6 mid-wuter
trawls, took part in the fishery und 1anded their catches chiofly at Westport,
Co. Mayo. Ring-nets aecounted ror 2,400 crans (80% 01' the landings).

SampIes o~ ring-not cuught herrings ~ero examined at Westport during
Soptanber, 1962 for length, sex, mnturity, age, LI distribution and meia1 type. Tho
dominant agos recordod wero 5- und 6-year olds. Over 82% 01' tho fish examined were
in 0. pre-spawning condition (stage V), 6.5% ware running (stage VI) and approxim.o.tely
1d,1o were spant (stage VII), (To.ble 1). Considering all tho year-broods in stage V,
with tho exception 01' tho 1959, 1952, 1951 o.nd 1949 yco.r-clo.sses whore the n~~bers 01'
fish o.re too 10w, it may bo roadily seen t~t tho vertebral counts are typical1y
autumn. This is furthor supported by the otolith types obto.ined. No evidonco 01' o.ny
a.dmixture ef' stocks Wus found in this i'ishory.

The LI distribution is sho't"ln in To.blo 2 in t cm-groups. Tho dominant longth­
group occurring within yea.r-clusses varios from yeo.r to yoo.r. The 1958 yoar-brood
shows tho dominant group to bo 11.0 em. In tho 1957 o.nd 1956 yeo.r-broods, he\'Jever,
the dominant LI groups were ut 13.0 and 14.0 cm, respeetivoly.

Echo-surveys. Extensive echo-survoys werG curried out by the JCu Feo.so.'
fram 27th August to 14th Soptenber. Tho o.rea seurched included Clew Bny, Keol Boy,
a.nd the region oxtending 10-12 miles on the seuwnrd sido 01' 0. line joining Achill
Heo.d a.nd lnisturk Island. Tho BLAC s ounder o.nd ASDIC were used continuously during
these survcys. For roch sub-urea searohed a systematic grid was sot up consisting
01' a. series 01' parullel 1inos, 1 mi1e apart, und usuul1y 5 to 10 miles 10ng.

Good fishmurkings were rccorded in thc Kocl Bayaroa on 28th August.
During tho noxt feVl da.ys other small markings were pickod up in Kee1 Bny. The first
co.tch 01' herrings was not mado unti1 12th September, despite tho fact that fish
markings wore recorded every day by tho 'Cu Fea.so. t • 1110 ma.in ca.tehes during the
seo.son were ta.kon in Keel Bay, closo to the shore, in 10-15 fathoms.

The presence of pilchards and to 0. losser extent sprats comp1icuted matters
und s evero.l mixed ca.tehes were reported in the arm.
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Table 1. Mean length and mean vertebral count per maturity stage per ~~i -class
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Table 2. LI distribution
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